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 Guests invited to the launch of SDB Caterpillar 777G  at the Port of Melbourne

Minister for Major Projects and Manufacturing 
congratulates Duratray for outstanding Export results
Following the success of the unique tray 

design developed to reduce carry-back in 
mining operations handling sticky, wet and 
high clay ores Duratray has manufactured and 
delivered a fleet of 9 Suspended Dump Bodies 
to be fitted on Caterpillar 777G haul trucks. 

Early this year the Hon. David Hodgett, 
Victorian Minister for ports, major projects 
and manufacturing, congratulated Duratray 
for the export of the new fleet of its innovative 
Suspended Dump Bodies to New Caledonia 
during a celebratory event at the Port of 
Melbourne. 

The Minister delivered a speech to clients, 
suppliers, collaborators and government 
officials gathered at the event. The Minister 
noted the great effort Duratray had carried out 

 

to secure the contract to supply the trays to 
one of the most important nickel mines in New 
Caledonia. “The mine has switched to Duratray 
for its dump truck bodies which are great news 
for the company and great news for Victoria’s 
manufacturing export industry” the Minister 
added.

On the other hand, Mr. Steve Hall Chief 
Operating Officer for Duratray explained the 
benefits of the customised design of the 
Suspended Dump Body developed to solve 
carry-back issues, highlighting the dumping 
capabilities of the tray system when loading 
and unloading material especially when 
those stick to the floor of the tray and other 
equipment. 

“The flexible rubber wear mat extended to 
the sides of the steel frame acts as a trampoline 
for this type of material and allows the load to 
be emptied completely avoiding carry-back”  
Mr. Hall said
Duratray is currently manufacturing 
customised dump bodies for export to 
Canada, South Africa, Kyrgyzstan, Siberia, 
Panamá, Brazil and Zambia.

In the photo: The Hon. David Hodgett & Duratray’s COO Mr.. Steve Hall
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the trays to ambient 
temperatures of -50ºC, 
increasing payload 
and lastly the broad 
experience of Duratray 
managing fleets in 
adverse climates such 
as those found on the 
Northern Territories of 
Canada. 

Duratray’s Managing 
Director attended the 
meeting to formally 
close the purchasing 
agreement and he expressed great 
satisfaction with the final outcome hence 
introducing Duratray’s products in a new 

A deal to supply Suspended Dump 
Bodies, field service and customer support 
was recently signed at the headquarters of 
Russia’s largest producer of coal. 

The new fleet of haul trucks capable to 
carry up to 200 tonnes of material will 
be running at Tugnuyskiy open-pit mine 
situated east of Lake Baykal and Irkutsk. 
Some of the reasons for the new acquisition 
were key factors such as resistance of 

country. ‘Today we have set a milestone for 
Duratray entering a new market, producing 
a new model of trays and building a new 
business relationship’ Mr. Medel said. 

New fleet of 
SDBs Komatsu 
HM400-3 
commissioned 
in July 

No. 1 producer 
of Coal in Russia 
signed deal 
with Duratray

A new fleet of Suspended Dump Bodies 
fitted on articulated dump trucks has 
been recently commissioned at New Vaal 
Colliery situated in the banks of the Vaal 
River south of Vereeniging in South Africa. 

These five new trays of 40 tonnes 
capacity and manufactured following a 
customised design to increase production, 
were delivered to site in mid July. 

The mine decided to purchase Duratrays 
due to its previous experience operating 
them in different applications since 2010. 
The new trays are running in an operation 
that produces at a rate of nearly 18 million 
tonnes a year as reported by the mining 
company. 

All rubber components were 
manufactured at Duratray’s factory and 

head office located in Melbourne, Australia 
while the steel frames were produced by 
DCD Venco, a local specialised manufacturer 
in operations for over 100 years, located in 
the region of Kwazulu-Natal. The rubber 
system and other components were 
installed on the steel frames at DCD's 
premises, contributing to an optimization 
of costs  for the mine.

 New Vaal is currently operating thirteen 
units of 40 and 180 tonnes capacity rigid 
and articulated trucks all fitted with 
customised Suspended Dump Bodies. 

To date the operation has reported 
satisfactory results after operating the haul 
trucks with the SDBs since commissioning

Duratray also delivered a fleet of 
SDB Hitachi EH3500ACII which has been 
commissioned recently at New Vaal.l 

Suspended Dump Body Komatsu HM400-3 operating at New Vaal Colliery

Duratray Management and SUEK signing the purchasing 
agreement for trays Belaz 7530
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Based on the reliable performance of the 
Suspended Dump Bodies especially for 
those mining companies searching for 
new alternatives to optimize the life cycle 
cost of plant and equipment, Duratray has 
unveiled the new fleet of FX steel trays.

With more than 40 years experience 
manufacturing steel and rubber parts in 
South America, Duratray manufactured 
the new fleet added to the long list of 
dump bodies running overseas, this time 

DeBeers will be operating 
Duratrays at Gahcho Kuè

 Gahcho Kué diamond mine is the largest 
new mine under development near the 
region of  Yellowknife in Canada. Considered 
one of the most important projects in the 
country this mine part of DeBeers group, 
has purchased Suspended Dump Bodies 
for its fleet of Komatsu 830E-1 haul trucks 
which will be transported to the mine on 
the 2015 Ice Road.

Negotiated over an 18-month period, 
the purchase extends a successful ten-
year Duratray relationship with large open 
pit diamond mines in the area around 
Yellowknife and brings to fifty units the 
fleet of SDBs in Canadian diamond mines 

Unveiling the new fleets of FX steel trays 
to operate in South America & Queensland

Duratray 
maintains for 
3rd consecutive 
year its IMS 
Certification 

The international 
certification body 
for management 
systems DQS, has 
awarded Duratray 
one more year with 
the Certification for its compliance with 
the ISO 140001, 9001 and OHSAS 18001 
standards.

supplying to the largest source of copper in 
the world: Minera Escondida. 

The fleet commissioned recently consists 
of four dump bodies fitted on Komatsu 
960E-2 haul trucks featuring a wear 
resistant grill adapted in the rear section 
and a floor joined to the side wall by a 
curved transition especially designed to 
prevent carry-back problems.

A new fleet of customised light weight FX 
steel bodies will be also supplied to a coal 
mine in the Bowen Basin region in Australia 
which has placed an order for five units to 
suit Caterpillar 793F haul trucks 

To find out more contact our team at 
info@duratray.com, we will provide a 
fit-for-purpose proposal including trials, 
refurbishment or purchase of dump bodies.

To ensure continuous improvement 
across the organisation and furthermore, 
to provide a safe work environment to 
all its personal, the company achieved 
this new certification effectively through 
sustainable work practices and the 
proactive participation of the entire 
team.



Duratray News      October 2014

EXPOMIN 2014: 

A showground to network  

During the latest version of EXPOMIN held in 
Santiago-Chile, Duratray showcased its range 
of products at the Australian Trade Commission 
pavilion. With more than 1,600 companies 
exhibiting and 7,000 attendees to the conference 
and workshops this event brought once more 
visitants from around the globe gathered to meet 
Duratray's representatives.  

Throughout the event visitors had the opportunity 
to interact with the Suspended Dump Body 
scale model, see some demonstrations of rubber 

Increasing fuel 
efficiency with 
the SDB

Optimising hauling efficiency in existing 
fleets is one of the main actions taken 
by mining and contracting companies 
today, contributing to the improvement of 
productivity across the overall operation.

Fuel consumption comes first when 
searching for alternatives to improve 
mine energy efficiency and reducing 
carbon emissions. Some customers have 
reported significant reductions of diesel 
consumption when operating trucks fitted 
with Duratray SDB. For example, one of 
Duratray’s new customers is currently using 
102 litres/hour of diesel in comparison to 
125 litres/hours when they used to operate 
trucks with conventional steel trays. 

Duratray dump bodies have demonstrated 
significant Fuel savings (over 10%) and 
increased effective payload (up to 30%) 
when operating in areas where carry-back 
had previously provided major problems 
and inefficiencies with steel dump bodies 

Customers save 
money by using 

refurbished 
Duratrays for new 

applications 
In difficult economic times mines in 

Western Australia are increasingly going 
back to basics searching solutions for 
improvement and optimization of their 
resources in order to add value to their 
operations. Refurbished trays are one of 
those cost-effective solutions offered by 
Duratray to reduce Capital Expenditure 
when acquiring haulage equipment.

 As the popular idiom suggests ‘one 
man’s trash is another man’s treasure’, the 
refurbishment program takes advantage of 
either existing Duratray Suspended Dump 

Bodies that are not longer required by 
customers due to their mines closing, going 
underground or buying new trucks but 
they are still in good condition to continue 
in service. 

 Duratray has performed more than 10 
refurbishments in recent years, obtaining 
good results in mines across Australia 
Canada and South Africa. The latest cases 
are Boddington and Karara operations 
where second hand trays were acquired 
by Duratray from other mines, following a 
rigorous evaluation of the steel frame and 
rubber kits.

Duratray’s field service team and local 
workshops performed a comprehensive 
refurbishment of 3 second-hand Suspended 
Dump Bodies by replacing the rubber mat, 
suspension ropes and associated spare 
parts. The trays were re-painted and 
transported across the country by road from 
the original users, and finally delivered on 
site as per customer requirements

With more than 40,000 visitors 
throughout five days of conferences and 
exhibition, Electra Mining in South Africa 
presented the best platform for Duratray 
to display and reach a great audience.

During the event, the company 
closed 2 new contracts to supply 
Suspended Dump Bodies to Southern 
Africa and South America respectively 
resulting in a satisfactory journey to its 
representatives.

Announcements

We recently moved to a new 
address in Canada:

2001 University Street, 
Suite 1700, Montreal 
QC H3A 2A6
Ph.  +1 514 228 7575
Fax. +1 514 228 7401

Visit our page: www.duratray.com

components, discuss about projects and enquire 
about Duratray’s support. Following the tradeshow 
technical visits were undertaken by Duratray 
engineers to prospective sites in Chile, Uruguay and 
Brazil.


